The economy forces some

to work, but not everyone
agrees it's a good idea
3 By Victoria krwin

Staf! writer of
The Chiristian Sclence Menltor

Lincoln Rhoads, a sonlor at Lase Tech-
nical High School In Chicago, works theee
days a wook &3 a clork with the 1llinoks Bank-
g Asseciation in the Chicage Loop, He says
P Re Is learnisg about office management, and
heauouuoy;mnhr,hum

“I need the speading money, especially
with aflation, and money lo uw for col-
lege.” says Lincoln, who plans 1o study cagl:
neering in college. He saved $1,.500 last year.
He also bosghl a car, taking out a loan Lo help
pay fec it

Bt not all people agree that jobs for high
school students is a pood kea,

“A leen's first priocity should be school,™
ays Superintendent Edward Rachiord of the

dezd school have felded complaints from pu-
pills about jugglisg thelr schoolwork and extra
activities with a Job. As moce teens take on
parttime Jobs, students come Iate class
sleepy or distracted. Homework ks Jeft valis-
lshed and grades decline, be clalms.

Teens are bocoming & moco active part of
the work ferce. The Department of Labor re-
pocts that high school students accounted for
;Most of the Increase In students is the labee
WM-«‘ 1977-78. Nearly # percest of
Nigh school stodeats In 1978 were part of the
abor force, a sumber that many parents
teens, and school officlals say has Increased

fecns list the economy as the maln reason for
MM

“Kids are growing up faster,” says Gary
Smalley of a Massachusetts employment of-
fice In the Hyde Park area of Boston, “The
econceny len Years age was not as bad, and
parents were able to provide for thelr kids,
Now & s a fact of life that students need to
cars thelr own mosey If they want to be able
10 have a ploe wardrobe of go 10 movies.™

Superintendest Rachiced estimales that
working students ot Homewood-Flossmoor,
& area be calls “mildly affiuest ™ save about
% percent of thelr money for further school-
ing. They spead the rest ca lnvestments such
a5 designer blue jeans, gasoline, ato Insur-
ance, and estertalument. Bul other students
alst that ey are not working mevely for
expensive extras.

"My Jeans are $12.9 from Filene's Base
ment," polnts cut Azay Weod, a junier from
Madiscan Park JMigh School In Rexbury, Mass.
Sha works 7 hoirs & wenk a2 & drosstors

0y Dart J Falorberg, 10 phosorg acher
Amy Wood, top, Cathyy Boudreau, below

where she heips behind the couster and is in
charge of the soda fountaln, She Nves with ber
mother and beother, and although most of ber
money goes Into the bank 1o save for her col-

Mege oducaticn, she costributes 1o grocery

costs and buys some of her clothiag.

Stedents who doa't have a part-time job
feel the Nnarcial plach as well. Toay Kinglsey
fromn Wellesley. Mass , who Is lavolved with
studest povernment, the school newspager,
ad sports, says be doesn't spend much
meacy, but be doos baby-alt and do odd Jobs
oocasionally for extra cash.

There Is plenty to be galned from a part-
tme Job after school, say parents of teens
whe work

“Il gives my son motivaticn, and a littie
p«k« money.” says one Chicago mother,
“He Is helpleg scemecne clse. It makes him
W Aunwmumms

Othw pamus bave welghed the lessons
that their toen will learn sl work against the
Impoctance of school, and have decided hal 1t
s Detter that thelr teen does st work. One
oouple In Ovegon do not wast their som 1o Lake
a parttime Job, Instead, e gets pald an
allowance of $15 per week for houschold
duties

“Te's oot a good enough student to have a
Job." s the mother, who adds thal her son
i & very pood worker who earned high pealse
from Ms summer cmployer. “Work would end
&P being his highest priority.™

Soeoe parcals say that extracurricular ac
tvities such as sports, drama, o clubs are
moece lmportant than & job,

“l den't think may parents wamt me to
work," sy Anse Idzal from Wellealey Migh
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School, "It would be unreascaable with »
activities.”

Anne [dzal s & messbeor of Key
American Field Service, the school e
per. the German Ciub, aad she s a "
ter™ 1o & young girl In the Wellesley area

“1 have accomplished something. An
ot Just coming home and watchisg
operas!™

Students who have jobs say that
sometiones have o cul back om thelr 1
Be. Lincoin Rhoads from Chicage Is »
et has own hours, something few of his
Ing fricads can do.
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find thal family time (s Qiminished
Woed from Madison Park High Scheel &
Rt 10 see her mother much, since sbe v
oo

Working studests say they still find i
do homework, even though It may In
some juggling. Cathy Boodreau from !
son Park High School In Rostery b
chool promptly at 2:15 p.m. theee 4
woek, She poes home and does bomewo:
an hour before she changes ber clothe:
beads o werk at a Boston nursing beme

and belongs 1o a bicycle chud, Amy Wood
plaza to graduate this spring after three
of high schoel, also writes for the school 1
pager. But it Is ned always casy 10 bald &
JOb aad extra projects,

“Either the Job or my newspaper acti
will bave 1o g0 i my grades stast to fail,”
Amy. She Is more prepared o give
newspaper than ber job.

“I've pot 1o get good prades, bt 1 nes
money." says Amy. “It is & tight repe. 1
oot olag 30 well, 1 will drop the newy;
and piek up a class Be typlog. ™

Toess who work need the support o
ents, school cousmelers, and employers
ployers may taller work hours o sto
noeds, Some work with each stedent, oo
Ing his or ber high school counseler 1o «
school progress.,

“If we find that bis grades are dro
Bocasse of work, we tell him we willl cut
his bours ustil the grades go up agais.’
one owner of an Arby's Roast Beel Sanv
franchise. “We've got the respoasitainy
that, because cach toen  neods

School officlals can be flexible, alse
ooln Rhoads s ca the Lane Toch wre
team, and his coach lets him give up pr
Eheree days a week for his job,

Parents of workisg teens need 8o dec)
mmm.««w»
coln Rhoads's mother, « .4-"“



