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First of all, I have the sincerest respect
. for anyone raising children in today's soci-
ety. Secondly, as a woman who was raised
by a father, rather than a mother, I do
believe that men make wonderful single
rparents. And, as my third disclaimer, I can-
not fathom the amount of courage and
patience any parent has in raising children,
with all of the peer pressure kids get to own
the culturally correct clothing and tennis
shoes. But, there is something that has both-
cred me for quite some time, and that is the
~ expectation from friends, relatives, and
“peers for me to have a child.

Let’s get this straight. I have a good
job, a nice home, and two wonderful house
cats. I am heterosexual, single, in good

_ shape, and I haven't cracked any mirrors or

turned any stomachs in the last five years

.i.. -~ (at least that I am aware of). I enjoy writing,

'hSL.'&dm'mg. singing, attending jazz concerts and

- S50 poctry readings. 1 could spend hours talk-

-, lng ‘about Henry Rollins, music as litera-

fure, Pearl Jam, and Bessic Smith. This is

o I am, just as the choice not to have
cfuldremspmofwholam £

# This is not to say that I would not like

_ "4 child, 1 will adoptano!dc(cl'uld 7%

help raise them.

S 1 have scen birth first hand and Imd
r had a desire to experience the process.

:»J' ' .-. ally. I was pregnant twice. The first

St ty_nc was during a very bad marriage, and

old or o!dcr If I fall in love with a
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ended in miscarriage. The second time wis
cight years ago, and this also ended in mis-
carriage. One of my tubes is scarred, Bt
fear of another miscarriage is not my reason
for not wanting to conceive.

I have had a recovery from two serious
illnesses which can be passed through DNA
to an embryo. I was told there would be a
one in 30 chance that any child I have
would have these illnesses. But, fear of
passing along a curable discase is not my
reason for not wanting to conceive.

I enjoy time alone. : I work out for an
hour a day, and have managed to go from a
size 16 to a size 5. 1 have maintained this
for nearly 10 years. But vanity is not my
reason for not wanting to conceive.,

My childhood was marred by a physi-
cally and emotionally abusive mother.
Scars on the outside and scars on the inside
have healed and continue to heal. My last
conversation with my mother was when |
was 27, This little chat started with a ver-
bal barrage of all of my faults that she was

~not able to accept (faults like getting two
degrees in art rather than in nursing, and _
: faults such as wearing jeans instead of bmx- !

“to bite my way out of a s(rangulatmg chokc " old, Ot what “Color” this child may be. It

hold. She then filed a restraining order

- 'which was rescinded by the courts once the .
“jodge had reviewed the four file folders of
abuse details my mother had inflicted upon -
‘me. I'had even received a written apology

from the court clerk who filed my mother's
claim. 2
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It is not that I believe 1 would be an
abusive parent. In fact, I was the only
member of my family who chose to enter
into therapy. I had been a day school
teacher for ycars. | have had boyfriends
with youngsters. My godson, Tyler, is the
greatest 3-year-old on carth,

The ilincss my mother has scems to be
common in her family, There is a tendency
for these relatives to fly-off-the-handle at
no apparent trigger, and completely forget
these incidents, My father is a recovering
alcoholic, and addiction seems to be a trend
in his family history. These recurrant
themes are half of the reason for my choice.
Perhaps this is selfish, but I don’t want to
risk passing on these behaviors to an inno-
cent child.

The second reason is based on my
childhood as well. Growing up in a turbu-
lant houschold gave me reason to bond with
another family who had had adopted and
foster children. I discovered the realities of
these systems that were designed to protect
kids. - Siblings are often separated, and
older children’are rarely adopted. White
babies are considered highly adoptable. 1
would choose 1o ukc in an oldcx child who

.....

seems mhcr sad 1o me that lbcnc arc daily
adopuons of older pets in thls society, yet
there are so \'ety few adopuons of oldct
k’dSn . \ ¥ 3 v

S A boyfnend and I got into an argument
about this.  We had been seeing cach other
for awhile when he asked me about having
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a baby. He had the idea that older kids
come with too much baggage, and that you
couldn’t “train” them to fit in. He had
watched television shows about kids who
get adopted and then kill their adopted par-
ents. To say that all adopted kids are
warped is to say thqat all Italians are in the
Mafia, and that all Hispanic kids are in
gangs. It just ain't so.

When I feel I am ready to love another
being and to show him/er the world I have
found, then 1 will adopt. Perhaps I will be
in a stable relationship. Perhaps I will be
stable and solo. Perhaps it will be a child of
color, an “AlDs Baby”, or a kid from South
Central. It will be my choice in my time,
and it will be an older child. Just as a cou-
ple plans their family, I will plan mine,

So, to all of you who have had the
experience of birth first hand, I am partly
eavious. To all of you who have adopted
kids, I appreciate your willingness to share
your love with a child who needs it most.
And to all who ask married and single
women when they will be having kids, stop
assuming that all women would like to or
are able to give birth. - We all have reasons
to live the lives we choose for ourselves.
Our anatomy does not dictate what we must
u}. it only reveals what we may be capable
of, . = ‘

Cathe Boudreau
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